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[0001] SYSTEMS AND METHODS FOR ENTICING USERS TO ACCESS A WEB SITE 

[0002] RELATED APPLICATION 
[0003] This application claims priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(e) based on U.S. Provisional 
Application Serial No. 60/200,957, filed May 1, 2000, the disclosure of which is incorporated 
herein by reference. 

[0004] BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 
[0005] Field of the Invention 

[0006] The present invention relates generally to client-server networks and, more particularly, 
to systems and methods that provide mechanisms for attracting users to a site on a network. 
[0007] Description of Related Art 

[0008] Today, many operators of web sites on the Internet use animated images, such as 
animated Graphic Interchange Format (GIF) images, in web pages to make the web pages more 
dynamic and visually appealing to users. The philosophy is that if the web pages are visually 
appealing, then the users will visit the web site often. 

[0009] There are disadvantages, however, to using animated images. For example, if a user 
visits a site regularly, the user quickly begins to ignore the animated images. In other words, 
although animated images can make web pages more appealing to users initially, they typically 
do not entice the users to return to the web page. 
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[0010] With many web sites, it would be desirable to have users access the web site frequently. 
Online businesses, for example, would benefit from having users (i.e., customers) return to their 
web site on a regular basis. Additionally, web sites that display advertisements can obtain more 
revenue from their advertisers if users regularly visit the web sites. 

[0011] As a result, there exists a need for mechanisms that entice users to return to a web site 
on a regular basis. 

[0012] SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 
[0013] Systems and methods consistent with the present invention address this and other needs 
through the use of an animated story line or a modified/customized company logo ("special event 
logo") displayed on a web page. The story line may change periodically (e.g., hourly, daily, or 
weekly) to entice users to repeatedly access the web page to view the next episode in the 
changing story line. The special event logo may be provided for special occasions, such as 
holidays and other special events. The special event logo may be selectable by a user and lead to 
a page of search results related to the holiday or special event. 

[0014] In accordance with the purpose of the invention as embodied and broadly described 
herein, a computer-readable medium stores instructions executable by one or more processors to 
perform a method for attracting users to a web page. The computer-readable medium includes 
instructions for uploading an initial object in a story line to the web page and instructions for 
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periodically uploading successive objects, following the initial object, to the web page according 
to the story line. 

[0015] In another implementation consistent with the present invention, a server includes a 
memory that is configured to store instructions and a processor. The processor is configured to 
execute the instructions to upload an initial object in a story line to a site on a network and 
periodically upload successive objects, following the initial object, to the site according to the 
story line to entice users to return to the site. 

[0016] In yet another implementation consistent with the present invention, a method for 
attracting users to a site on a network includes receiving a plurality of images that tell a story 
according to a story line and successively displaying the images on the site according to the story 
line. 

[0017] In another implementation consistent with the present invention, a method for enticing 
users to return to a web page includes receiving a plurality of objects that tell a story according to 
a story line; providing a first one of the objects on the web page for a predetermined amount of 
time; and providing next ones of the objects on the web page, each for the predetermined amount 
of time after the first one of the objects. 

[0018] In a further implementation consistent with the present invention, a method for enticing 
users to access a web page includes modifying a standard company logo to create a special event 
logo; associating one or more search terms with the special event logo; uploading the special 
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event logo to the web page; receiving a user selection of the special event logo; and providing 
search results relating to the special event logo. 

[0019] In another implementation consistent with the present invention, a computer-readable 
medium stores instructions executable by one or more processors to perform a method for 
attracting users to a web page. The computer-readable medium includes instructions for creating 
a special event logo by modifying a standard company logo; instructions for associating at least 
one of a link and search results with the special event logo; instructions for uploading the special 
event logo to the web page; instructions for receiving a user selection of the special event logo; 
and instructions for providing the link or search results associated with the special event logo. 
[0020] In yet another implementation consistent with the present invention, a server, connected 
to a network, includes a memory configured to store instructions and a processor configured to 
execute the instructions to determine a home page for a web page on the network, identify a 
standard company logo on the home page, modify the standard company logo with special event 
information corresponding to a special event to create a special event logo, and replace the 
standard company logo with the special event logo during the special event. 

[0021] BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 
[0022] The accompanying drawings, which are incorporated in and constitute a part of this 
specification, illustrate an embodiment of the invention and, together with the description, 
explain the invention. In the drawings, 
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[0023] Fig. 1 is a diagram of an exemplary network in which systems and methods consistent 
with the present invention may be implemented; 

[0024] Fig. 2 is an exemplary diagram of a server of Fig. 1 in an implementation consistent 
with the present invention; 

[0025] Fig. 3 is a diagram of an exemplary web page for a changing story line according to an 
implementation consistent with the present invention; 

[0026] Fig. 4 is an exemplary diagram of a changing story line according to an implementation 
consistent with the present invention; 

[0027] Fig. 5 is an exemplary diagram of another changing story line according to an 
implementation consistent with the present invention; 

[0028] Fig. 6 is a flowchart of processing for enticing users to return to a web page using a 
changing story line in accordance with an implementation consistent with the present invention; 
[0029] Fig. 7 is a diagram of an exemplary web page for a special event logo according to an 
implementation consistent with the present invention; 

[0030] Fig. 8 is an exemplary diagram of search results that may be provided in response to 
selection of the special event logo of Fig. 7 according to an implementation consistent with the 
present invention; 

[0031] Fig. 9 is a diagram of examples of special event logos according to implementations 
consistent with the present invention; and 
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[0032] Fig. 10 is a flowchart of processing for enticing users to return to a web page using a 
special event logo in accordance with an implementation consistent with the present invention. 

[0033] DETAILED DESCRIPTION 
[0034] The following detailed description of the invention refers to the accompanying 
drawings. The same reference numbers in different drawings identify the same or similar 
elements. Also, the following detailed description does not limit the invention. Instead, the 
scope of the invention is defined by the appended claims and equivalents. 
[0035] Systems and methods consistent with the present invention entice users to return to a 
web page by providing a changing animated story line and/or a special event logo on the web 
page. 

[0036] EXEMPLARY NETWORK 
[0037] Fig. 1 is an exemplary diagram of a network 100 in which systems and methods 
consistent with the present invention may be implemented. The network 100 may include 
multiple clients 1 10 connected to multiple servers 120 via a network 130. The network 130 may 
include a local area network (LAN), a wide area network (WAN), a telephone network, such as 
the Public Switched Telephone Network (PSTN), an intranet, the Internet, a similar or dissimilar 
network, or a combination of networks. Four clients 110 and three servers 120 have been 
illustrated as connected to network 130 in Fig. 1 for simplicity. In practice, there may be more or 
less clients 110 and servers 120. 
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[0038] The clients 110 may include devices, such as wireless telephones, personal computers, 
personal digital assistants (PDAs), lap tops, etc., threads or processes running on these devices, 
and/or objects executable by these devices. The servers 120 may include server devices, threads, 
and/or objects that operate or maintain web sites in a manner consistent with the present 
invention. The clients 1 10 and servers 120 may connect to the network 130 via wired, wireless, 
or optical connections. 

[0039] Fig. 2 is an exemplary diagram of a server 120 in an implementation consistent with the 
present invention. The server 120 may include a bus 210, a processor 220, a main memory 230, 
a read only memoiy (ROM) 240, a storage device 250, one or more input devices 260, one or 
more output devices 270, and a communication interface 280. The bus 210 may include one or 
more conductors that permit communication among the components of the server 120. 
[0040] The processor 220 may include any type of conventional processor or microprocessor 
that interprets and executes instructions. The main memory 230 may include a random access 
memory (RAM) or another dynamic storage device that stores information and instructions for 
execution by the processor 220. The ROM 240 may include a conventional ROM device or 
another type of static storage device that stores static information and instructions for use by the 
processor 220. The storage device 250 may include a magnetic and/or optical recording medium 
and its corresponding drive. 

[0041] The input devices 260 may include one or more conventional mechanisms that permit 
an operator to input information to the server 120, such as a keyboard, a mouse, a pen, voice 



7 



Attorney Docket No. 0026-0002 

recognition and/or biometric mechanisms, etc. The output devices 270 may include one or more 
conventional mechanisms that output information to the operator, including a display, a printer, a 
speaker, etc. The communication interface 280 may include any transceiver-like mechanism that 
enables the server 120 to communicate with other devices and/or systems. For example, the 
communication interface 280 may include mechanisms for communicating with another device 
or system via a network, such as network 130. 

[0042] As will be described in detail below, a server 120, consistent with the present invention, 
provides an animated story line and/or a special event logo on a web page to entice users to 
return to the web site on a regular basis. The server 120 may perform this task in response to 
processor 220 executing software instructions contained in a computer-readable medium, such as 
memory 230. A computer-readable medium may be defined as one or more memory devices 
and/or carrier waves. 

[0043] The software instructions may be read into memory 230 from another computer- 
readable medium, such as the data storage device 250, or from another device via the 
communication interface 280. The software instructions contained in memory 230 causes 
processor 220 to perform processes that will be described later. Alternatively, hardwired 
circuitry may be used in place of or in combination with software instructions to implement 
processes consistent with the present invention. Thus, the present invention is not limited to any 
specific combination of hardware circuity and software. 
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[0044] EXEMPLARY WEB PAGE FOR ANIMATED STORY LINE 
[0045] Fig. 3 is a diagram of an exemplary web page 300 maintained by a server 120 according 
to an implementation consistent with the present invention. The web page 300 may include a 
company logo 310 and one or more animated objects 320. The animated objects 320 may 
include images, video, and/or audio information and may be strategically located on the web 
page 300 to draw users' attention to one or more portions of the web page 300, such as the 
company's name or an advertiser's display. 

[0046] According to implementations consistent with the present invention, the server 120 may 
update the animated objects 320 periodically, such as hourly, daily, weekly, etc., according to an 
animated story line. For example, the server 120 may periodically upload a new animated object 
to the web site 300. 

[0047] Fig. 4 is a diagram of an exemplary story line 400 according to an implementation 
consistent with the present invention. In this example, the story line 400 involves aliens that 
steal a company's logo and includes five animated images 410-450. The animated image 410 
represents the beginning of the story and shows an alien spacecraft approaching the company 
logo. The animated image 420 shows the alien spacecraft landing on the company logo and an 
alien inspecting the logo. The animated image 430 shows the aliens leaving their spacecraft to 
further inspect the company logo. The animated image 440 shows the aliens hauling away the 
company logo with their spacecraft. Finally, the animated image 450 shows the company logo 
after being deposited on another world by the aliens. 
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[0048] Fig. 5 is a diagram of another exemplary story line 500 according to an implementation 
consistent with the present invention. In this example, the story line 500 involves the founding 
fathers celebrating the Fourth of July and includes four animated images 510-540. The animated 
image 510 represents the beginning of the story and shows the founding fathers executing the 
Declaration of Independence. The animated image 520 shows the founding fathers celebrating 
the execution of the Declaration of Independence with a cook-out. The animated image 530 
shows the founding fathers watching fireworks that have the effect of removing the color from a 
company's logo. Finally, the animated image 540 shows one of the founding fathers repainting 
the company logo. 

[0049] EXEMPLARY PROCESSING FOR ANIMATED STORY LINE 
[0050] Fig. 6 is a flowchart of processing for enticing users to return to a web page using a 
changing story line according to an implementation consistent with the present invention. 
Processing may begin with the generation of animated objects for a story line [act 610]. The 
animated objects may be generated using conventional techniques and software and stored as a 
single object file or as multiple object files on the server 120 (Fig. 1). The object file(s) may be 
downloaded to the server 120 at one time or over a period of time using, for example, a 
computer-readable medium, such as a removable memory or a network transmission. 
[0051] When at least the first animated object in the story line is completed, the first animated 
object may be uploaded to the web page [act 620]. The first animated object may then be 
viewable or accessible on the web page via a network, such as network 130. Then after a 
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predetermined or random amount of time, such as an hour, day, week, etc., the next animated 
object in the story line may be uploaded to the web page [act 630]. If there are more animated 
objects to be loaded [act 640], these objects may be uploaded to the web page after each passing 
of the predetermined or random amount of time [act 630]. If no more animated objects remain 
[act 640], it may be determined whether another story line is to be presented [act 650]. If another 
story line is to be presented, then processing may continue at act 610 with the generation of the 
animated objects for that story line. If no other story line is to be presented, processing may end. 
[0052] The foregoing processing may be performed automatically by the server 120 or one or 
more devices connected directly or indirectly (i.e., via a network) to the server 120. 
Alternatively, some of the acts may be performed by one or more human operators. 
[0053] Also, while systems and methods have been described for presenting animated objects 
of a story, other types of information may be presented to entice users to return to a web page. 
For example, video data, audio data, and/or a series of pictures may be used. It has also been 
described that a single animated object may be uploaded to the web page periodically and 
presented (e.g., displayed) for a predetermined or random amount of time. Alternatively, a series 
of animated objects may be uploaded and presented at the same time to form a sort of cartoon 
that tells a story. 

[0054] EXEMPLARY WEB PAGE FOR SPECIAL EVENT LOGO 
[0055] Fig. 7 is a diagram of an exemplary web page 700 maintained by a server 120 according 
to an implementation consistent with the present invention. The web page 700 may include a 
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special event logo 710. The special event logo 710 may include a standard company logo 720 
modified or customized with one or more animated objects 730. The animated objects 730 may 
include images, video, and/or audio information and may be strategically located next to or 
integrated with the logo 720 to draw users' attention to the company's name or, perhaps, an 
advertiser's display. 

[0056] According to implementations consistent with the present invention, the server 120 may 
provide the special event logo 71 0 for holidays and other special events. For example, the 
special event logo 710 shown in Fig. 7 relates to Valentine's Day. 

[0057] The server 120 may also provide one or more search terms, one or more links to a 
document, or search results relating to the special event logo 710. Therefore, when a user selects 
(e.g., clicks on) the special event logo 710, the server 120 may provide a page of a document, 
such as a web site, or search results relating to the holiday or special event for which the special 
event logo 710 was provided. In the example shown in Fig. 7, selection of the special event logo 
710 may lead to a page containing search results relating to Valentine's Day. 
[0058] Fig. 8 is an exemplary diagram of search results that may be provided in response to 
selection of the special event logo 710 according to an implementation consistent with the 
present invention. As shown, the search results contain links to one or more documents relating 
to Valentine's Day. 

[0059] Fig. 9 is a diagram of examples 910-950 of special event logos according to 
implementations consistent with the present invention. In the example 910, a company logo is 
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modified with a leprechaun's pot of gold for Saint Patrick's Day. In the example 920, a company 
logo is modified with animated characters celebrating New Year's Day. In the example 930, a 
company logo is modified with a turkey for Thanksgiving. In the example 940, a company logo 
is modified with a voter's button for Election Day. Finally, in the example 950, a company logo 
is modified with an animated character for the Olympics. 

[0060] EXEMPLARY PROCESSING FOR SPECIAL EVENT LOGO 
[0061] Fig. 10 is a flowchart of processing for enticing users to return to a web page using a 
special event logo according to an implementation consistent with the present invention. 
Processing may begin with the generation of a modified or customized company logo [act 1010]. 
A standard company logo on a web site, for example, may be modified or customized with one or 
more animated objects for a special occasion, such as a holiday or special event. The animated 
object(s) may be separate from the company logo or may be integrated therewith. The special 
event logo may be generated using conventional techniques and software and stored as a single 
object file or as multiple object files on the server 120 (Fig. 1). The object file(s) may be 
downloaded to the server 120 at one time or over a period of time using, for example, a 
computer-readable medium, such as a removable memory or a network transmission. 
[0062] To generate a modified or customized logo, the server 120 may identify a home page 
for a document, such as a web site, on a network, such as the Internet. The server 120 may then 
locate the standard logo used on the home page to identify the operator of the web site. The 
server 120 may modify the standard logo with one or more animated objects. 
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[0063] The server 120 may associate one or more search terms with the special event logo [act 
1020]. For Valentine's Day, for example, the search terms of 'Valentine's day" may be associated 
with the special event logo. In an alternative implementation consistent with the present 
invention, the server 120 may associate a document such as a web page, or search results with 
the special event logo. 

[0064] The server 120 may upload the special event logo to the web page [act 1030]. For 
example, the server 120 may upload the special event logo when the special occasion 
corresponding to the special event logo occurs. The server 120 may leave the special event logo 
on the web page for one or more days corresponding to the special occasion or may periodically 
change the special event logo during the one or more days of the special occasion. 
[0065] At some point, a user may select the special event logo by, for example, clicking on the 
logo using an input device, such as a mouse [act 1040]. If user selection occurs, the server 120 
may use the associated search term(s) to generate a search query. The server 120 may use the 
search query to search an index, a directory, or a network, such as the Internet. The server 120 
may then provide search results relating to the special event logo to the user [act 1050]. 
[0066] In an alternative implementation, the server 120 uses the document or search results 
previously associated with the special event logo as the search results relating to the special event 
logo. In this case, the server 120 may simply retrieve the document or search results from 
memory. 
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[0067] The foregoing processing may be performed automatically by the server 120 or one or 
more devices connected directly or indirectly (i.e., via a network) to the server 120. 
Alternatively, some of the acts may be performed by one or more human operators. 
[0068] Also, while systems and methods have been described for using one or more animated 
objects to modify or customize a company logo, other types of information may be used to entice 
users to return to a web page. For example, video and/or audio data may be used. 

[0069] CONCLUSION 
[0070] Systems and methods consistent with the present invention provide mechanisms to 
entice users to return to a web page by presenting animated objects that change in time to tell a 
story and/or a company logo modified or customized for a special occasion. In this manner, 
users are encouraged to access the web page to view the story and/or the special event logo. 
[0071] The foregoing description of preferred embodiments of the present invention provides 
illustration and description, but is not intended to be exhaustive or to limit the invention to the 
precise form disclosed. Modifications and variations are possible in light of the above teachings 
or may be acquired from practice of the invention. For example, while series of acts have been 
described with regard to Figs. 6 and 10, the order of the acts may be modified in other 
implementations consistent with the present invention. 

[0072] The scope of the invention is defined by the claims and their equivalents. 
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